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bshsall syl S 85y sl w8l wiiladl / Fifth Arab Forum on Cultural Heritage
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From General Secretariat of National Commission & Conferences <scecgcs@icesco.org>
Date Wed 6/3/2026 12:40 PM

To  Jordan NatCom <jounesco@moej.edujo>; sultan alkhlaif <su!tan.alkhlaif@mcej.edu.jo>; UAE National
Commission for Education, Culture, and Science <uaenatcomecs@moc.gov.ae>; Bahrain National
Commission for Education, Science & Culture <bahrainnatcom@moe.gov.bh>' tlio Gy
<meescmne@mce.gov.bh>; Comnatu <comnatu@edunet.tn>; louhichi issam
<louhichi,issam@gmail.com>; issam.Iouhichi@ecolenumerique.tn <issam.Iouhichi@ecoJenumerique.tn>;
Commission nationale algérienne pour 'UNESCO <natcomalgerie@unesco.dz>; ahmed kamilo
<ahmed_kamilo@yahoo.fr>; info@natcom.gov.sd <info@natcom.gov.sd>; Muhammed Mustafa
<muhamadmustfa@gmail.com >; Secretary-General <sg@natcom.gov.sd>; dg highereducation
<dg.highereducation@moe.gov.so>; Office of the Minister <secretary@moe.gov.so>; Gslynll dub o)l dinl)l
Syl gaigJ| sSaaigall <moeiraginat@gmail.com>; duilas] aibgll Zialll <onc@moe.om>; Mahmoead

Cc Calligraphy and Manuscript Center <cmc@icesco.org>; MOHAMED ZINELABIDINE
<MOHAMED.ZJNELABEDINE@icesco.org>; IDHAM MUHAMMED HANASH <rDHAM.HANASH@icesco.org>.'
AHMED ABDELBASET <AHMEDABDELBASET@ICESC0.0RG>; culture <culture@icesco.org>; SOUHAILA
ELJINANI <SOUHA!LA.EU[NANI@ICESC0.0RG>; SALIM HILAL ALHABS| <SALIM.ALHABSI@icesco.org>
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on Cultural Heritage Management of Manuscripts -~

Fromthe Memory of the Past ro
Attificial Intelligence Technologies

.

{gj Cairo, Arab Republic uf Egypr 1.3 Seprember 2026

I Background:

Cultural heritage - in both its tangible and intangible dimensions - fepresents a civilizational asser of immense value. It

reflects humanily's history, embodies collective identity, and shapes the shared consciousness of nations and

communities. Its significance Boes far beyond symbolic or historical importance: itis a renewable source of knowledge, a
driver of development, and 2 platform for building cultural bridges between peoples.

Inthe Arab world, which holds a civilizational Jegatyspanning thousands of years, theimperative co preserve and manage
this heritage is all the more critical - particularly given the mounting challenges of climate change, urban expansion,
limited technical €apacity, threats posed by inadequate preservation practices, loss of documents, and the slow pace of
digital transformation within heritage institutions.

In recent years, the concept of cultural heritage management has undergone a profound transformation, driven by
advances in digital technology and artificial intelligence. These developments have opened new horizans for heritage
protection, documentation, preservation, analysis, and public accessi bilicy in ways that were previously unimaginable. It is
now possible to use three-dimensional models to document archaeological sites, deploy virtual and augmented reality o
recreate historical experiences, and harness Al for manuscript restoration, text recognition, image analysis, cataloguing,
forgery detection, and risk assessment for hericage sites,

Nevertheless, this technological shift remains ar an early stage in many Arab institutions. These organizations face
challenges related to the shortage of specialized human resources, weak digital infraseructure, underdeveloped national

policies for digital heritage, and fragmented heriuge databases scatrered across institutions without common standards.

the focus to traditional preservation, the emphasis has shifted to digital heritage engineering,

digital heritage engineering - an approach that bridges archaeology and archival science on one hand with data science,
computer science, anificial intelligence, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), and digital engineering on the other. This
approach empowers institations 1o build precise knowledge repositorics, develop intelligent preservation sirategies, and

strengthen the sustainability of cultural heritage as an integral component of national memory.

BN Main Objective;

To examine appropriate approaches and effective me chanisms for developing a comprehensive Arab vision for cultural
heritage management - one grounded in the optimal use of digital technologies and artificial intelligence - while
identifying how ro enhance the capacity of relevant institutions 1o preserve, document, analyze, and disseminate heritage

through innovative means that support nationalidentity and sustainable development.




BT srasssuAMATION 1n protecting and sustaining cultural hericage.

* Smart Museums and Digital Cultural Experiences.
* National Policies ang Digital Governance of Heritage,

* Cultural Hcri(age 2s an Economie Asser: Linkagcs with Tourism, the Creative Economy, and Culwyral Industries.

NN Target Audience.

* Ministries of Culture, Antiquities, and Heringe. * International and regional organizations concerned with heritage.
* Museums, archives, and national libraries, * Technology companies speciallzing in digital heritage.
* Universities and research centers, * Entreprencursin the creative industries,

¢ Artificial intelligence and data science specialists. Researchers and professionals interested in Arab heritage.

_ ﬂBgiSlﬂlﬁOﬂ FBBS: The Participation fee is USD 700 Per participant, tovering:

* Attendance at all forym sessions.
* Access 1o all concept papers, * Refreshments and catering during all breaks.
* Acertificare of participation, * Assistance with hotel accommodation arrangements.

Note. Travz|, decominodation, and other travel €apenses are 1o be covered by Participants or their sponsors,

I Contact Informatigp:

General Coordinator: Scientific Coordinator:
Dr. Dalia Nassay Dr. Ahmed Abdelbaset
Head of the Professlonal Forums Group Mobile: +212 666 850157

Email; dnassar@arado.org
Mobile: +20 100 508 4897

RN _,Mﬂw_ﬁ__., i
Executive Secretary:

Mr. Alimed Atallah A5, Souhaila Eljinani
Email; aatalfa@arado.org Email; CMC@ICESco.oRg
Mobile: +20 100 6930074 Mobile: +212 623 106 941

Tel: 4202 22580006 Ext, 343

Fax: +202 22580077 At Bl rE “E\l

BOBD |5k
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